
The two (2) following graphs depict the number of children referred to the Court for 

delinquent and unruly offenses and the number of prior delinquent and unruly referrals 

those children had, if any, to Juvenile Court.  For example, in looking at the “prior 

Delinquent Referrals” graph, you can see that in 2021, 774 children referred to the court 

for a delinquent offense had no prior delinquent offenses, whereas 362 children referred 

to the court for a delinquent offense had one (1) prior referral for a delinquent offense.
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Delinquent Referrals refer to any referral determined to be delinquent per TCA code. 
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Unruly Referrals refer to actions that are illegal simply because the alleged offender is a juvenile.  These include Truancy, 
Illegal Use of a Telecommunications Device, Minor in Possession of Tobacco or Smoking and Violation of Curfew. 
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The graphs show the location of residence (rural, suburban, town, urban – business or 

industrial, urban – residential, or unknown) and whether the child resides in Shelby 

County, outside of Shelby County but within the state of  Tennessee, or out of the state of 

Tennessee as well as the length of time the child has been in their current living arrangement 

by type of complaint and gender.
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Summons Review Program (SRP) children are not included in this total due to the fact that this information is not collected on SRP children.

Delinquent Complaints refer to any complaint determined to be delinquent per TCA code. 

92



Males

Females

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Five Years or More Not Currently a
Resident

One But Less Than
Five Years

Under One Year Unknown

51

1 2 1 5

21

1 0 1
8

2021 Length of Residence
Children with Unruly Complaints

Males

Females

Summons Review Program (SRP) children are not included in this total due to the fact that this information is not collected on SRP children.

Unruly Complaints refer to actions that are illegal simply because the alleged offender is a juvenile.  These include 
Truancy, Illegal Use of a Telecommunications Device, Minor in Possession of Tobacco or Smoking and Violation of Curfew. 
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Dependent & Neglected Complaints refer to those children who have been victims of abuse or neglect by their caregivers.
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Other Complaints refer to Custody, School Admissions, Visitation, and Traffic Citations that are not considered delinquent per TCA.
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2021  
School Behavior 
by Gender 
and  
Complaint Type 
These graphs show the school behavior of children referred to Juvenile Court by type of 

complaint and gender.  School Behavior is determined by whether the child has had any 

behavioral issues at school and/or conduct grades. Options include “satisfactory 

behavior” (no behavioral issues and/or good conduct grades), “unsatisfactory behavior” 

(behavioral issues and/or problematic conduct grades), “not in school” (the child is not 

enrolled in school), and “unknown” (there is no information available on the child’s 

behavior in school). 
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Delinquent Complaints refer to any complaint determined to be delinquent per TCA code. 

Summons Review Program (SRP) children are not included in this total due to the fact that this information is not collected on SRP children.
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Summons Review Program (SRP) children are not included in this total due to the fact that this information is not collected on SRP children.

Unruly Complaints refer to actions that are illegal simply because the alleged offender is a juvenile.  These include Truancy, Illegal Use of a 
Telecommunications Device, Minor in Possession of Tobacco or Smoking and Violation of Curfew. 
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Dependent & Neglected Complaints refer to those children who have been victims of abuse or neglect by their caregivers.
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Other Complaints refer to Custody, School Admissions, Visitation, and Traffic Citations that are not considered delinquent per TCA.
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The following graphs depict the grade placement of children referred to Juvenile Court 

by age, complaint type, and gender.  Options for this category include “accelerated” 

(meaning the child is in a grade above what would be expected for their age level), “at 

expected level” (meaning the child is at a grade level that would be expected based on 

their age), “below expected level” (meaning the child is at a grade level that is below 

what would be expected based on their age), “not applicable” (meaning the child is not 

in school), and “unknown” (meaning the grade level of the child is not known).
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Summons Review Program (SRP) children are not included in this total due to the fact that this information is not collected on SRP children.

Delinquent Complaints refer to any complaint determined to be delinquent per TCA code. 

102



Males, 32

Males, 23

Males, 2

Males, 3

Females, 16

Females, 9Females, 2

Females, 4

2021 Grade Placement in Relation to Age
Children with Unruly Complaints

ACCELERATED

AT EXPECTED
LEVEL

BELOW
EXPECTED
LEVEL

NOT
APPLICABLE
(NOT IN SCH)

UNKNOWN

Summons Review Program (SRP) children are not included in this total due to the fact that this information is not collected on SRP children.

Unruly Complaints refer to actions that are illegal simply because the alleged offender is a juvenile.  These include Truancy, Illegal Use of a 
Telecommunications Device, Minor in Possession of Tobacco or Smoking and Violation of Curfew. 
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Dependent & Neglected Complaints refer to those children who have been victims of abuse or neglect by their caregivers.
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Other Complaints  refer to  Custody, School Admission, Visitation, and Traffic Charges that are not considered delinquent per TCA.
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